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—: Murdcr makes a Villain, 
Milioa: a Hero. Princes are privileg d 
To kill, and numbers ſanctify the crime, 
Ah! why will kings forget that they are men? 
And men that they are brethren ? Why delight 
"In Human tacriſſce. Why burſt the ties 
© Of nature that should knit their ſoul s together- 
In one foft bond of amity and love 
They yet till breath deſtruction, ſtill go on. 
Inhumanly ingenious, to find out 
New pains for life, new terrors for the grave. 
Attificers of death! Still Monarchs dream 
Oft uaiverſal empite growing up 
From univerſal. ruin. Blaft the defign 
Great God of Hoſts, nor let thy creatures fall 
_ Unpitied victims at Ambitions ſhrine. 


Dr. PoaTtEvs, Biſhop of London; 


— . 


This ſport of Dea: — this cockpit of mankind ? 


Wyy ſobs the Widow in perpetual pain? 


Why cries the Orphan,“ Oh my fathers ſlain” 
* hangs the Sire, his paralytic head, 
And nods with manly grief My ſon is dead"? 
Why drops the tears from off the Sifters chee k, 
And ſweetly tells the forrows ſhe would ſpeak ? 
Or why in penfive ſteps does honeſt John, | 
To all the neighbours tell, «Poor Maſter's gone”? 
Oh could I paint the paſſion I can feel, 
Or point a horror that would wound like ſee], 
To the unfeeling unrelenting min 
La ſend a torture and relieve Mankind, _ | 
Tuouas Pains; 
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THE 


SOLDIERs TALE. 


UST as buſineſs was commencing, a neighbouring 
| Farmer made his appearance, conducting an 
aged, maimed SoLvptar; Here, ſaid he, my friends 
accept a new and worthy member.“ An appearance 
of ſhyneſs and reſerve was inſtantly diſcoverable in 
the countenance of ſeveral of the members; this be- 
ing perceived by Hubert he immediately ſeized the 
Soldier by the hand, and turning to the Farmer who 
was evidently hurt by the reception his friend had 
met with from the Company, Brother, faid he *in 
the name of our friends here. I thank you for thus 
introducing to us a new acquaintance, and one whom 
f doubt not, we ſhall have reaſon to eſteem as a 
friend——Excuſe the ſhyneſs you obſerved in your 
neighbours at your entrance, and conſider that when 
men firſt caſt their eyes on a red coat they cannot 
avoid aſſociating with it the ideas of rapine and mur. 
der; ſuch having been the purpoſes for which the 
Tyrants of the world have hitherto employed this 
claſs of our Fellow citizens, 


Hubert now reſted his hand on the ſhoulder of 
the Soldier. whiltt the veteran, proud of his new 
title raiſed himſelf as erect as if drawn up in the line, 
Aly friends,” continued Hubert,” be not, like filly 
dogs, more offended with the ftone than with the 
haud that throwed jt, Be not offended with a ſoldier, 
for thoſe ads, which being commanded by his ſupe- 
riors to periorm. his life would be the price of his 
di hedlience. Regard not C.mnon Soldiers as they 
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are humiliatingly termed, with an eye of ſuſpicion ; 
on the contrary, wherever you meet with them, pity 
and ſuccour them; load them with kindneſſes; and 
treat them as your Friends and Brethren, Then, in 
the moment of neceſſity and alarm will you be ſure to 
fiind them the ProteQors of their Fellow. citizens and 
the Guardians of their Country,” Fubert ſtopped —-the 
Soldier looked round him, and perceiving that the 
countenances of every one now bore evident marks of 
friendſhip and reconciliation, he thus addrefſed them, 


«My Fellow Country-men, you have now before 
you, ſuing to be received into this Society of Peace, 
one who in a thoughtleſs moment, devoted himſelf 
to the horrid purpoſes of war, but who has repented 
of his folly, not to ſay his crime, every ſucceeding 
moment of his lite, I was bred up by a tender and 
careful parent, who early inſtilled into my mind the 
pure and benevolent maxims of chriſtianity, an affec- 
tion for every human being, and a diſpoſition to ſym- 
pathife with my fellow creatures in every calamity I 
beheld them fuffer, Scarcely had I attained the age 
of manhood, when I was entrapped by the curſed wily 
artifices of a recruiting Serjeant: by his diabolical 
cunning I was induced to quit the comforts and plea- 
ſures of a rural life, and tie myſelf down to ſpend the 
reſt of my Days in penury and wretchednels, Good 
Heavens! what ſcenes of carnage have paſt before 
theſe eyes! never will my memory be freed from the 
cries and agonies of thouſands I have ſeen fall the vic- 
tims of ambition and tyranny. Yes, my friends, thou- 
ſands have I ſcen dead on a field of battle—to gratify 
a filly and contemptible, but mercileſs Tyrant. Some 
ot them too, might perhaps have fallen by theſe guilty 
hands Painful reflection! But (and the tears which 
Rreamed down his cheeks ſhewed that his tongue was 

ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking the n of his heart) But,“ ſaid he, 
hope when Mercy weighs my crimes, thoſe aQions 
which my buſy, timid, ſelf. accuſing conſcience is mo- 
mentarily bringing before my mind, will not be thrown 
in the ſcale againſt me No they were not atts of the 
will, But of ſubmiſſion to my ſuperiors,* They, ſaid he 
with firmneſs, **muſt look to it, for the crimes were 
theirs, One circumſtance, my friends, I thank my 
God, I have to congratulate myſelf upon: never 
have I yet lifted up a hand againſt a rzLLow c1T1zExN, 
having always reſolved, when that was required of me 
to reſign my own life rather than ſubmit. No, while 
others have gloried in the title of the King's Soldiers, 
I have confidered his Majeſty, God bleſs him, as 
the Steward of the people, and 3 as the So- 
DIER OF THE PEOPLE, | 


The countenance of all were now animated with 
affe tion and reſpett for thier Soldier: every one was 
defirous to take him by the hand, and to accommodate 
him with a convenient ſeat; when the Curate, who was 
one of the aſſembly, put an end to the amicable con- 
teſt by placing the Soldier betwixt himſelf and Hubert, 


Our warrior, almoſt overpowered with gratitude at 
the exceſs of attention which was ſhewn to him, thank. 
ed his new affociates, and thus proceeded. *Diſabled 
at laſt, by the loſs of a limb, I was diſmiſſed the ſer. 
vice. Worn out with age and miſery, I was travelling 
through the next village towards the town in which 1 
was born; but overcome with fatigue and want, I 
ventured to reſt myſelf on the ſteps at the church 
door, when a ſurly, imperious fellow of a Beadle, 
gathered a mob around me by bis noiſy abuſe, and 
inſolently accuſed- me with having committed a felo« 
ny. Fired with rage at ſuch an accuſation, I requeſt- 


ed 


51 


ed the ſurrounding crowd to inform me where the 
next Juſtice of the Peace reſided; that I might an- 
anſwer the accuſation, and afſert my innocence in a 
legal manyer. My enquiry was unneceflary, for the 
unfeeling Villain availing himſelf of my weakneſs 
and my inability to defend myſelf, ſeized me by the 
collar and dragged me, with a mob at my heels, 
before his Worſhip; who ſoon convinced me of 
truly forlorn and miſerable ſtate. Sinking with hun. 
ger, weorineſs, diſappointment and pain, I thought 
my wretchedneſs was complete, but —No, — the 
meaſure of my calamities was not yet full. I had 
ſill to learn that I was deſerted by Equity and per- 
ſecuted by Law: for the Juſtice taking down a large 
book, read to me an act, which he ſaid was paſſed 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by which it was 
ordered that idle ſoldiers and mariners wandering 
about the realm, are made guilty of Felony without 
benefit of the clergy; in other words—are deſerving 
of inſtant death, The Juſtice therefore perpared to 
make out my commitment. And 1s this, faid I 
the reward of forty long years of hard and painful 
ſervice, —I ſhould have proceeded, but this worthy 
gentleman,” pointing to the farmer, requeſted and 
obtained my diſcharge, by pomiſing to take me 
into. his ſervice, 1 Fg 


* ® * 


—— The evening now came on apace. The 
bright burning ſtreaks which accompanied the ſetting 
ſun had diſappeared; only a few ſcattered purple 
clouds yet remained, which were quickly lofing their 
faint teints, and promiſed, with the reſt of the vaſt 
expanſe, to be ſoon overwhelmed in darkneſs, 


Hubert, 
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- Wubert therefore roſe and leaning on his ſtaff, 
whilſt with one hand he ſmoothed from his eyes his 
ſilver - locks. which the evening breeze had diſturb. 
ed; he thus diſmiſſed his companions. 


| „Look round my friends, ſee how bounteouſly all 
Nature is ſtored with gifts for the acceptance of men, 
Be ever grateful to the allwiſe diſpenſer of theſe in- 
eſtimable bleſſings; but more particular receive with 
thankfulneſs the leſſons of love and peace, which 
through divine goodneſs have been revealed to you, 
By theſe you learn that through love for one-another 
vou may obtain unity of ſpirit, and preſerve the bond 
of peace. By theſe you are taught to Do unto 
others as you would they ſhould do unta you,” 


Be in friendſhip, therefore, with all men of every 
kingdom and nation, for, as the proverb ſays (and 
*A proverb 1s the. offspring of truth and experi- 
ence”) Human blood is all of one colour.“ I pray 
you tell me, Does not the ſame God reign, and the 
ſame Sun ſhine over all ls not he as much my 
kinſman who was born under the north pole, as he 
that was born at the next door? therefore, as the ſay. 
ing is, *Let us kill the devil with orief, by joining 
hands all round the world, 


„Then ſhall we no more wade in the blood of 
our brethren, to gratiſy the ambition and ſatisfy 
the blood thirſtineſs of thoſe whom filly cuſtom has 
titled great men. It is well ſaid that —Where the 
horſe of the Conqueror treads the corn dares nog 
deep; fbut—The world without peace is the ſoldier's 
harveſt” Alas! my friends! *'When the trumpet 
founds, Death prepares for a feaſt; and much is 
meant by the old laying, When war begins, the gates 
A hell fly open ; fince war not only occaſions blood- 

ficd rapine and murder but ar makes thieves and 


peace 
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peace hangs them; for to day, no act can be too ra- 
pacious or cruel for a ſoldier to commit, but to--mor- 
row, ſhould his hunger overcome his prudence, he is 
tried like a criminal, and perhaps flead alive,” 4 

„Why cannot we my friends guard our own rights 
and properties? Why be at the 'expence of keep ing 
ſo many thouſand ſoldiers, year after year, and all 
the year round too; For, as my poor Grandfather 
was uſed to ſay,--,Soldiers in peace are like chimneys 
in Summer. But this, my friends is a point, not 
for us to determine,” 5 


Take my advice, however, and though the world 
be too narrow. for two fools a quarrelling, When 
others go to camps, you ſtay in the corn - fields; 
*fince, Though he may ſnatch a flice of honour that 
goes to the fight, Diſcretion ſtays away; for of all the 
armour I ever heard of, The beſt ſhield againſt 
{word or ball is an inch or two of OuT-or-xtaca.” 
Not that I would wiſh any man to deſert who has 
been fairly inliſted, or to fear the loſs of a few drops 
of blood, in the cauſe of liberty and juſtice, I only 
wiſh you to conſider, There is leſs fun in battle 
than at a haveſt home,” | 


Never be caught by tinſel frippery, nor Jured 
by a ſcarlet coat and a cockade. But when the Ser- 
jeant rattles his gold in your face Think of the value 
of what you are going to ſell, and conſider well, the 
price you are about to receive for it. Oh, but you 
may ſay, it is not money tempts me but, 'tis — Ho- 
nour, Honour, filly man! when did you hear of a 
common ſoldier reaping any honour, his General runs 
away with that; for, It is the common ſoldier's blood 
makes the General a great man.“ Little claim, my 
triends, can he have upon Heaven who undertakes, 
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far hire, to embrue his hands in the blood of his fel- 
low creatures: you all know where it is ſaid Bleſſed 
is the Peacemaker, but where is it ſo ſpoken of the 
Conqueror; Honeſt Trenchard uſed to ay, © Alexs 
ander who robbed kingdoms and States, was a greater 
felon then the tyrant whom he put to death, though 
no one was ſtrong enough to inflict the 3 puailh- 
ment upon him. It is no more juſt to rob with 

ments or ſquadrons, than by fingle-men or lingel-ſhips, 


Muſt little, villians then ſubm t to fate, | 
That great ones may enjoy the world i in ſtate ? 


Shall a poor pick-pocket be, hanged for Rehn 
away a little looſe money; and wholeſale thieves who 
rob nations of all that they have, be eſteemed and 
honoured? Shall a roguery be ſanQified by the great. 
neſs of it ; and impunity be purchaſed, by deſerving 
the higheſt puniſhment ?” 

May we not ſay of the high and mighty Poten- 
dates of this world, Gods vicegerents upon carth, that 


«Their feet are (wife to ſhed blood, 
&©Deſtruion and Miſery are in their ways 
And the way ef Peace have they not known 


% But for our part, let Us all deeply — on our 
hearts this delightful ſentence, 


| Oh! ! beautcous Peace 
Sweet union of a State ! what elſe out thou 
«Gives ſafety, ſtreygth and glory to a people “ 


IS. 


